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CURRENT TRENDS OF SUSTAINABLE ECOLOGIZATION
OF THE TOURISM INDUSTRY IN THE CHERKASY REGION

The article presents an analysis of modern trends in sustainable ecologization of the tourism industry in the Cherkasy region. Tour-
ism is not only one of the factors of economic growth and development of recreational areas, but also an important factor in environ-
mental problems due to irrational use of nature, negative impact on the environment, which determines the urgency of ecologization
of the tourism industry at the current stage of tourism industry development. The relevance of the study is explained by insufficient
coverage of the issue of ecologization of the tourism industry in the Cherkasy region in the scientific literature. All historical and cul-
tural reserves of the region are quite far from the city of Cherkasy and are located in a picturesque area rich in natural recreational
resources, which leads to the active development of tourism there, but this does not always have a positive effect on the environment.
The study reveals the prospects for reducing and avoiding the negative consequences of tourism for the environment in the long run
with the help of better coordination and preventive planning, environmentally friendly transport concepts, the use of environmentally
compatible supply and disposal technologies and careful management of the tourism organizations activities. The article proves that
today in Ukraine there is a quite acute problem of determining the needs for the sustainable development of various types of tourism
depending on the availability of natural, anthropogenic and natural-anthropogenic tourism resources in various regions of the country,
and in the Cherkasy region in particular, as well as the preservation of these resources, since the impact of tourism on the environment
is global and irrational use of resources can lead to irreversible consequences. It is expedient to build a strategy for the development of
ecological tourism with the help of the relevant authorities of nature conservation areas and the state tourism administration and with
the support of national and regional administrations. The concept of sustainable development of tourism should be aimed at promot-
ing the development of settlements and at the same time protecting natural resources. One of the means of preserving the environment
can be the allocation of quiet zones according to ecological aspects, in which tourist buildings should be avoided, and pristine natural

areas and landscapes preserved.
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Problem statement and relevance. Recently, despite
the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been an active develop-
ment of the tourism industry in the world, which can be a
consequence of both general world trends, the increase in
the well-being of the population, and fatigue from long-term
quarantine measures. However, tourism is not only one of
the factors of economic growth and development of recre-
ational areas, but also an important factor in environmental
problems due to irrational use of nature, negative impact on
the environment, which determines the urgency of the tour-
ism industry ecologization at the current stage of develop-
ment of the tourism sphere. We note that today considerable
attention is paid to ecological culture not only in the field of
hospitality, but also in related fields, for example, the green-
ing of tourism education and science in general.

Considering the above-mentioned trends, the problem
of sustainable ecologization of the tourism industry both in
Ukraine in general and in the regions in particular becomes
particularly relevant.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Such
scientists as H. I. Gaponenko, O. V. Yevtushenko, I. M. Sha-
mara [1], O. Y. Dmytruk [2], N. F. Habchak, L. F. Dubis,
A. V. Melnyk, N. V. Chyr [4], N. O. Kravchenko [5], N. Pan-
kiv [6], M. Y. Rutynsky, Y. V. Zinko [7], N.V. Shumlianska
[8] and others devoted their research to the topical aspects
of the tourism industry ecologization. It should be noted
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that the study of problems and prospects of the tourism
industry ecologization is currently a relatively new issue
in modern domestic research.The problem of the constant
interaction of the environment and tourism in the context
of the preservation of tourist and recreational resources and
the ecology of recreational complexes is always directly
related to the sustainable development of both the country
in general and regions in particular. Let’s note that this is
“the development of the territory, which allows meeting
all the necessary needs of the population today, but at the
same time does not jeopardize the ability to meet the needs
of future generations. According to the concept of the UN,
one of the main conditions of sustainable development is
precisely the ecologization of any production (including in
the service sector)” [1, p. 4].

Objective. The purpose of the study is to analyze the
current trends of sustainable ecologization of the tourist
industry in the Cherkasy region.

Presentation of the main research material. In the
20th century serious environmental problems appeared and
scientists all over the world began to think about the ways
to improve the environment on a global scale in general.
The field of tourism is not left out of attention, and in the
21st century, environmental literacy becomes one of the
important foundations of tourism development, since the
sustainable development of the hospitality sector is not
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possible without rational use of nature, preservation and
restoration of historical and architectural monuments,
since these tourist resources become the main factor of
attracting tourists.

It should be noted that there are quite a few definitions
of the term “ecologization”.

Let us give a definition from the Ecological Encyclope-
dia: 1) “ecologization is the improvement of the ecologi-
cal state of natural or social systems (reducing the level
of environmental pollution, strengthening the self-recov-
ery potential of ecosystems, improving the environment
for human activities, etc.); 2) ecologization is an activity
aimed at improving the ecological state of natural or social
systems or ecologically oriented changes in the properties
of their components” [3, p. 308].

Global trends in tourism greening are evidenced by
the adoption of important international documents dedi-
cated to solving environmental problems, for example,
the Final Document of the UN Conference on Sustainable
Development “The Future We Want”, Ukraine’s volun-
tary commitments at the Rio+20 summit on ecologization
in education, etc.

The UN Environment Program has published a report
entitled “Towards a Green Economy”, which aims to show
ways of sustainable development and poverty reduction,
with a section dedicated to tourism. It was created in coop-
eration with the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO).
Thus, tourism plays an important role in the “green
economy”or ecological market economy [11].

Note that it is impossible to solve the problems of green-
ing in tourism at the level of one country or several coun-
tries. As Angela Merkel notes, a global initiative is needed
to promote the sustainable development of tourism, as the
growth of the tourism industry and the preservation of bio-
logical diversity must be coordinated worldwide [10].

It should be noted that in Ukraine the state regulation
of the ecologization of tourist activity is at the stage of for-
mation. Today in Ukraine the problem of determining the
needs for the sustainable development of various types of
tourism depending on the availability of natural, anthropo-
genic and natural-anthropogenic tourism resources in dif-
ferent regions of the country, as well as the preservation
of these resources, is also quite acute, since the impact of
tourism on the environment is global and irrational use of
resources can lead to irreversible consequences. It is expe-
dient to build a strategy for the development of ecological
tourism with the help of the relevant authorities of nature
conservation areas and the state tourism administration and
with the support of national and regional administrations.
As a result of the above-mentioned trends, such a type of
tourism as ecological tourism emerged and is successfully
developing today. The main task of ecotourism is the har-
monious interaction of man and nature, as well as the pres-
ervation of the environment during recreation.

As the researcher Dmytruk O. Notes [2], the beginning
of the formation of the concept of ecological tourism can
be considered the 80s of the 20th century, when the first sci-
entific studies on the understanding of this topic appeared.

According to the World Tourism Organization, the term
«ecotourismy» has been used in the tourism industry for more
than ten years and means a recreational activity that mini-
mizes the negative impact of vacationers on the environ-
ment, or traveling to untouched corners of nature. As many
researchers note, the concept of “ecological tourism” is still
debatable today [2]. Also, the understanding of the term is
complicated by the presence of a large number of concepts
similar in content: “soft tourism”, “natural tourism”, “green
tourism”, “responsible tourism”, agritourism, etc.

Ecological tourism is possible only if tourists follow
certain rules. An ecotourist must behave in such a way that
all the characteristics of ecotourism can be fulfilled. It is
about caring for yourself, the others and natural resources.
When planning the trip, it is important for an ecotourist to
realize that the recreational space is the place of residence
of local people, and it is also advisable to learn as much as
possible about the ecology, history, religion, customs and
traditions, social life, economic, social and political situa-
tion of the country which he is planning to visit. Another
feature of ecotourism supporters is their avoidance of mass
tourism and the choice of smaller resorts or lesser-known
areas, rather than crowded tourist centers.

Proper nutrition during the trip is also important, it
is worth paying attention to a diet of regional, seasonal
and environmentally friendly products, as well as saving
energy, avoiding excessive use of lamps, air condition-
ing, TV, radio, washing machine, etc. Ecotourists avoid
unnecessary garbage, they carry wastes that need special
disposal with them (for example, batteries).

Supporters of ecological tourism usually choose hous-
ing that is locally owned and made in a rustic style from
environmentally friendly materials, and they support local
residents buying souvenirs.

If we analyze the content of the definitions of the con-
cept of «ecological tourism», we can distinguish three
main components: environmental, educational and ethno-
tolerant. The environmental protection component consists
in minimizing the impact of people on the environment and
also involves in the appropriate behavior of tourists aimed
at preserving nature.

The educational component consists in the presence of
elements of environmental education in ecological tours,
namely, the acquisition by tourists of new knowledge
about the peculiarities of environmental preservation dur-
ing recreational activities.

The ethnotolerant component is realized in respect and
respectful attitude to the culture of local residents, as well
as the contribution of tourism to the socio-economic devel-
opment of this territory [2].

It is important to treat the life situation and problems
of local people with respect, get information from locals
about the country and its people, spend a lot of time getting
to know the area and regional features, take into account
and respect ethical, religious and cultural specifics.

Recently, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, eco-
logical tourism has become especially relevant. Prolonged
quarantine measures and the lack of an opportunity to
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travel abroad have led to the active development of such
types of tourism as ecological tourism. For example, resi-
dents of large cities during the quarantine were deprived
of the opportunity to travel by train, bus, that is, to make
long trips over long distances. Under such circumstances,
tourists liked to use their own vehicles and visit the near-
est villages, which have natural recreational resources, in
order to get a break from the hustle and bustle of the city.
These trends have led to the active development of eco-
logical tourism and rural green tourism. It should be noted
that the development of these types of tourism took place
primarily in regions close to such large cities as Kyiv, Lviv,
Kharkiv, Dnipro, as well as other regional centers.

The Cherkasy region was no exception, as it is geo-
graphically located close to such a metropolis as Kyiv, and
the region also has a significant number of tourist resources.

In the Cherkasy region, there are objects of the nature
reserve fund, for example, the Kaniv reserve and the Sofi-
ivka arboretum, which attract tourists not only from all over
Ukraine, but also foreign guests, the Cherkasy zoo, six parks,
which garden and park art monuments in such cities as Kor-
sun-Shevchenkivskyi, Kamianka, Talne, etc. A feature of the
above-mentioned tourist resources is the combination of natu-
ral objects with historical and archaeological monuments.

The region has rich hydrological recreational resources.
The most important and largest water artery of both Cher-
kasy and Ukraine in general is the Dnipro River with its
tributaries: the Vilshanka, the Ros, the Tyasmin. There are
also rivers belonging to the Southern Bug basin: the Hir-
skyi (Mountain) Tikich and the Hnylyi (Rotten) Tikich. It
should be noted that hydrological recreational resources
play a major role in the development of tourism in the
Cherkasy region; however, recently environmental prob-
lems related to the irrational use of water resources are
increasingly occurring. So, for several years in a row, the
so-called “greening with algae” takes place in the Dnipro,
mainly in July, when the water warms up. Scientists from
the Institute of Hydrobiology of the National Academy
of Sciences of Ukraine, led by O. Bilous, expressed the
hypothesis that “human activity disrupts the balance of the
ecosystem, as a result of which algae, which emit toxins
and take away oxygen from other living organisms, multi-
ply uncontrollably” [9]. The green algae of the Dnipro can
have a negative impact not only on the entire ecosystem,
but also on the development of tourism in the region. Some
scientists believe that the state of the Dnipro ecosystem is
negatively affected by phosphates contained in detergents.
Also, one of the factors of negative impact on the ecology
is recreationists who leave the garbage behind, the garbage
with a long period of decomposition in particular.

In addition to a large number of rivers in the Cherkasy
region, there are also lakes, ponds and reservoirs.

Note that Cherkasy region is a region associated with
the life and work of famous figures of literature and cul-
ture: T. Shevchenko, I. Nechui-Levytskyi, H. Skovoroda,
M. Starytskyi, O. Pushkin, P. Tchaikovsky, etc.

There are currently 25 museums operating in the Cher-
kasy Oblast, including such well-known historical and cul-
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tural reserves as the “Chyhyryn” National Reserve, associ-
ated with the life of Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytskyi, the
Shevchenkiv National Reserve in the city of Kanev, where
the burial place of Taras Shevchenko is located, as well
as the historical and cultural reserve in Korsun-Shevchen-
kivskyi, which consists of the museum of the history of
the Korsun-Shevchenkov battle, the Literary and Memo-
rial Museum of I. Nechui-Levytskyi and a landscape park,
the historical and cultural reserve in Kamianka, connected
with the life and work of O. Pushkin and P. Tchaikovsky,
the historical and cultural reserve “Taras Shevchenko
Motherland”, which covers the village of Moryntsi, the
village of Shevchenkove and the village of Budyshche.
All historical and cultural reserves are quite far from the
city of Cherkasy and are located in a picturesque area rich
in natural recreational resources, which leads to the active
development of tourism there.

Thus, the favorable climate, the presence of natural rec-
reational resources in combination with the preserved cul-
tural heritage in some places significantly contribute to the
tourist attraction of Cherkasy. Cherkasy regional ecosys-
tems, which are especially valuable for the preservation of
biological diversity, such as river coasts, small islands, as
well as forest areas and freshwater ecosystems are increas-
ingly used for tourism. Today, there are many opportunities
for beneficial interaction between the tourism industry and
the preservation and further development of natural areas,
cultural landscapes, cultural and architectural monuments.
It is important to observe the careful handling of cultural
assets that have historical, artistic or other cultural signifi-
cance. However, the collision of the globalized tourism
industry with the desire to maximize profit increasingly
leads to complex undesirable events that, from the point of
view of cultural construction, affect, for example, the loss
of authenticity or lead to environmental problems.

As it has been already stated, eco-tourism must take
into account the needs of visitors and the local population,
the interests of the tourism industry and environmental
protection, and its current and future consequences must
be comprehensively taken into account.

As for the means of accommodation, rural green estates
and small houses that can be rented predominate in the
rural areas of the Cherkasy region, they are used mainly in
the summer. It should be noted that tourism in rural areas
does not always have a positive effect on the environment,
often local infrastructures are not adapted to the needs of
tourism, for example, transport systems, waste disposal,
energy supply, etc. In our opinion, more energy efficiency,
less water use and better waste management can contrib-
ute to solving the problems and tourism can continue to
develop and grow.There are also many natural areas and
green spaces in Cherkasy region, but as a result of the pen-
etration of tourism into the ecosystem, some plant species
may be under threat, for example, in the spring, when the
folded snowdrop begins to bloom in Kholodny Yar, hun-
dreds of tourists go there to look at the flowers, but with the
aim of preservation of rare primroses from extinction, it is
advisable to establish patrols.
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The basis of tourist activity should be the protection of
natural territories, preservation and further development of
regional tourist resources, preservation of local authentic-
ity through historical, artistic or other cultural significance.
It is important that economic benefits from tourism can be
reinvested at the local level to support the quality of life of
the local population. The concept of sustainable develop-
ment of tourism should be aimed at promoting the develop-
ment of settlements and at the same time protecting natural
resources. One of the means of preserving the environment
can be the selection of quiet zones according to ecological
aspects, in which tourist developments should be avoided,
and pristine natural areas and landscapes preserved.

It should be noted that within the scope of environmen-
tal legislation, mandatory protection is guaranteed only
in the main zones of national parks, nature reserves, etc.
Thus, the tools of nature protection should be suitable for
the sustainable development of tourism and the successful
development of culture.

The interaction between tourism and the environment
should be based on the following principles, which will
allow the development of the tourism industry to be rec-
onciled with the preservation of the diversity of nature and
habitat, as well as animal and plant species:

— preservation of architectural and cultural landscape
heritage;

— development and implementation of the concept of
tourism and nature protection;

— defining the boundaries for the development of tourist
infrastructure and territories used for tourism;

— application of tourism impact assessments on the
environment;

— measures to extend the season or development of
year-round offers;

— the usage of solar and wind energy.

— activation of cooperation with regional tourism asso-
ciations.

In accordance with the wide range of interests and
concerns in the field of tourism, activities are carried out
by various institutions at a wide variety of levels. Various
conservation organizations are working at the international
and national levels to make tourism more environmentally
friendly. At the same time, the sustainability of greening is
a difficult problem in tourism, because tourists want to feel
comfortable and convenient, and this often contradicts the
solution of environmental problems.

If ecological problems, which are not easy to solve, will
not be solved, then the ecosystem of not only a separate
region, but the entire state will be under threat. If green-
ing of the territories is carried out, it will pay off economi-
cally, as recreation areas become more attractive.Environ-

mentally negative impacts of tourism can be reduced and
avoided in the long term through better coordination and
preventive planning, environmentally friendly transport
concepts, use of environmentally compatible supply and
disposal technologies, and careful management of tour-
ism organizations activities. Tourism should ensure the
preservation of nature, landscape and culture. It aims to
contribute to the preservation of biological diversity and
sustainable development of tourist countries by taking into
account the requirements of nature, landscape and environ-
mental protection, as well as preserving the cultural iden-
tity and interests of the local population.

Conclusions. The goal of sustainable development of
tourism at the global level can only be achieved with the
cooperation of all involved, especially the private sector.
An eco-friendly tourism community benefits from eco-
friendly hospitality facilities, and regional procurement
brings environmental benefits, for example through the use
of transport routes, but also strengthens regional agricul-
ture and trade. This improves the ecological profile of the
respective resort region. One of the important tasks of the
hospitality industry should be to explore the use of these
opportunities in the future.

But there is also a positive impact of tourism on the
environment and cultural values, as the needs of tourism,
for example, preserve cultural landscapes or finance the
protection of territories. It also creates additional or alter-
native income for the local population. Thus, tourism can
also contribute to the preservation of biological diversity
worldwide.

At the same time, in developing countries, the use of
public funds to support the tourism industry distorts devel-
opment priorities. These are resources that cannot currently
be invested in human development, for example, in health
care or education.

An important vector of the tourism industry ecologi-
zation is the direct work of travel agency employees with
tourists. Already at the stage of booking a trip, explana-
tory work can be carried out. It can be a conversation with
a tourist, and an offer to read certain literary or Internet
sources about the country of travel, distribution of pre-
prepared advertising booklets, etc. In the process of devel-
oping materials for excursions, advertising, informational
materials, texts for use in excursion activities, along with
advertising material, it is advisable to provide information
about the importance of environmental protection, about
the cultural, ethnic and religious features of the country
that is the purpose of the trip.

It should be noted that the problems of sustainable
greening of tourist infrastructure in Cherkasy remain
extremely important for further research.
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UepkacbKuil Iep>KaBHUNA TEXHOJIOTIYHUHN YHIBEPCUTET

CYYACHI TEHAEHIII CTAJIOI EKOJIOI'IBALIL IHAYCTPII TYPU3MY
Y YEPKACHKI OBJIACTI

Y ecmammi nasedeno ananiz cyuacnux menoenyiu cmanoi exonozizayii indycmpii mypusmy 6 Uepkacokiii ooracmi. Typusm € ne
Juue OOHUM i3 haKmopie eKOHOMIUHO20 3POCMANHS MA PO3IGUMKY PEKPeayitinux mepumopitl, ajie Mmakoxi 6aHCIUSUM YUHHUKOM eKO-
JO2IYHUX NPOOIEM Y 36 'A3KY 3 HePAYIOHANbHUM NPUPOOOKOPUCTNYBAHHAM, HE2AMUBHUM BNIUBOM HA HABKOIUWIHE cepeoosuiye, o
3YMOGIIOE AKMYATLHICIb eKON02I3ayil mypucmuuHol iHdyCcmpii Ha Cy4acHoMy emani po3gumKy 2ay3i mypusmy. Akmyanivnicms 00ci-
00iCeHHS NOACHIOEMbCS HEOOCMAMHIM 8UCBIMICHHAM Y HAYKOGILL Aimepamypi numanHs exonozizayii inoycmpii mypusmy Yepxawgunu.
Vei iecmopuko-xkynemypni 3anogionuxu Yeprawunu dosoni giodaneni 8io m. Uepracu i 3Haxo0smvcs 6 ManbogHUUIl Micyesocmi, b6aea-
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miil Ha NPUPOOHT peKpeayitini pecypcu, Wo 3yMOBII0E MAM AKMUBHUL PO3GUMOK NMYPUMY, HPOMeE Ye He 3a6ACOU NOZUMUBHO 6NAUBAE
Ha HagroauwHe cepedosuuye. [Jocnioxncents po3KpUusae nepcnekmusu 3MeHue s ma YHUKHEeH s HeeamueHUux 0iisl 008KINIA HACTIOKIG
Mypusmy 6 00820CmMpOKOGill NepCneKmusi 3a 00NOMo2010 Kpaujoi KoopouHayii ma npesenmueno20 NAAHY8aHHs, eKON02i4HO YUCMUX
MPAHCNOPMHUX KOHYENYill, GUKOPUCTNAHHS eKON02IYHO CYMICHUX MeXHOI02I NOCMa4anisa ma Yymunisayii ma pemensvHo2o ynpagninis
OIANHICIO MYPUCUYHUX OpeaHni3ayitl. Y cmammi 0oeedeno, o Ha cb0200Hi 6 YKpaiti 006011 20cmpo cmoimb npooiema 6UsHaA4eH s
nompeb 0 CMano2o po3eUMKY PisHUX GUOIE MYPUSMY 3ANENCHO BI0 HAAGHOCHI NPUPOOHUX, AHMPONOZEHHUX MA NPUPOOHO-AHMPO-
NO2EHHUX MYPUCMUUHUX PECYPCIE Y PI3HUX pecioHax Kpainu, | Ha Yeprawuni 30Kpema, a maxodic 30epedcenHs Yyux pecypcis, OCKIIbKY
6NIUB MYPUIMY HA HABKOTUWIHE Cepedosulye Mac 2n00anbHull Xxapakmep i HepayionaibHe UKOPUCIIAHHS PecypCie Modice npu3ecmu
00 He3860pomHUX Hacniokie. [JoyineHo Oyoyeamu cmpamezito po38UMKY eKOL02IUHO20 MypPUsMy 3a 00NOMO20I0 8i0NOBIOHUX OPeaAHi8
VIPABAIHHA NPUPOOOOXOPOHHUMU MEPUMOPIAMU T OEPHCABHO20 YNPABTIHHA 3 MYPUSMY Ma 30 NIOMPUMKU HAYIOHATLHUX | Pe2iOHATb-
Hux aominicmpayitl. Konyenyis cmano2o po3gumky mypuzmy Mae Oymu CHpaMo8ana Ha CNpusiHHs pO3GUMKY noceietb ma 600HO4AC
saxucm npupooHux pecypcis. OOnum i3 3aco6i6 30epesicensi O0GKILISL MOdce OYMu GUOLIEHHS MUXUX 30H 8i0N0BIOHO 00 eKONOSIUHUX
acnexkmis, 8 AKUX 6apmo YHUKAmu mypucmudHux 3a0y008, a maxooic 36epieamu He3aumMari npupoori mepumopii ma rianowiagpmu.
Kniouogi cnosa: exomypusm, exonoeizayis, pekpeayiiini pecypcu, HABKOTUWHE cepedosufe, eKOnypucmu, azpomypusm.
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