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Y-JUSTLANG COST PROJECT -
A CHANCE FOR THE YOUNG
TO OVERCOME INVISIBLE DISADVANTAGE

COST Action «Justice to youth language needs: human rights undermined by
an invisible disadvantage (Y-JustLang)» was launched in October, 2023 in Brussels
(Belgium) by European Cooperation in Science and Technology, the organisation
that funds research and innovation networks by connecting researchers and
innovators across Europe and beyond to boost research, innovation and careers. This
Action has united over forty practitioners and academics from over twenty countries
in the pursuit of the policies that will enable young people to participate in justice
proceedings effectively. Criminal justice proceedings are based on highly verbal
processes that require a level of verbal ability that is rare — or totally unlikely —
among young offenders. The empirical evidence suggests that there is a prevalence
of language impairment among young offenders and, if undiagnosed and untreated,
it increases the risk of re-offending. Secondly, some syntactic abilities are still under
development during pre-
puberty, and the abilities to
connect language to context
may be underdeveloped /"]
even after the age of
eighteen. Finally, the ability -
to  manage structurally
complex language is low
when academic attainment
is low, which 1is also

common among young - r:ig'd‘w e
offenders.

Therefore, the international team of the Action will attempt to assess the
situation at European transnational level and to propose specific measures to identify
language needs of children and young people from different education backgrounds,
including those with disabilities, who are multilingual, or who are deaf or hearing
impaired.

The kick-off meeting for the management committee members in Brussels
launched the Action formally on October 23% At the meeting, they were briefly
introduced to the rules and the tasks of the project by Dr. Rossella Magli, Science
Officer at COST Association, voted for the Action Chair Prof. Maria J Arche
(University of Greenwich, London, UK) and the Action Vice Chair Prof. Josep Quer
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(ICREA-Pompeu Fabra University, Barcelona, Spain). Most importantly, the
meeting attendees were introduced to each other and started to build the project’s
communication network since the success of any COST action, and this Action is no
exception, strongly relies on teamworking and relationships between the project’s
actors.

Olena Pchelintseva, Doctor of Philology, Professor, Head of the Department
of Ukrainian Language and General Linguistics, and Liudmyla Usyk, PhD of
Philology, Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign Languages and
International Communication, represent Cherkasy State Technological University in
the Action. They both attended the kick-off meeting in Brussels, and both
are members of the Management Committee.

Six working groups will approach the problem from different perspectives to
offer a multi-faceted and exhaustive overview and, in the end, collectively propose
effective solutions to ensure protection of human rights of this vulnerable
population. Working group 1, chaired by Prof. Caterina Donati (Université de Paris
Cité, Paris, France), will work on identification of linguistic phenomena key to
youth justice. The second work group will attempt to work out and offer a blueprint
of language screening tools for the youth justice system. the leader of this group is
Prof. Karen Bryan (York St John University, UK). The third work group will devise
an inventory of language abilities tests for youth offenders and will be led by
Dr. Philippe Prevost (University of Tours, France). Workgroup 4, chaired by
Dr. Ljiljana Jeli¢i¢ (Research and development institute— Life activities
advancement institute — Gospodar Jovanova, Belgrade, Serbia), will direct their
efforts towards studying the epidemiology of youth offending. Workgroup 5 is to
define the legal frameworks for the youth justice system and is led by Dr. Lana Peto
Kujundzi¢ (High Criminal Court in Republic Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia). The sixth
workgroup, the leader of which is Dr. Alexandra Perovic, will be responsible
for training and dissemination.

The Action has just taken off and will be gaining momentum in a couple
of months. The greatest achievement that the Action has set as a goal, is not about
the number of publications issued on the topic, is not about the number or level of
the conferences and trainings organized, but mainly about improving young people’s
lives and giving a better chance to those whose rights have been compromised
by global ignorance and unawareness.

Pe3rome
Yeuk JIroomuiia

IMPOEKT Y-JUSTLANG COST - ITAHC JJI1 MOJIOAI
MNOAOJATH HEBUINUMY 3ABAY

VY xkoBtHI 2023 poky B bprocceni (Bemprisi) opranizarmis European Cooperation
in Science and Technology — €Bpomeiicbke cHiBpoOITHHITBO y cdepi HaykH Ta
TexHonorii — posnoyana npoekt COST «Cnpaseonusicmv w000 mosuux nompeb
MON00i: sK Heguouma 3asada nopyuye npasa aroounu (Y-JustLang)». Cy1o4nHCTBO
0a3yeThCcsl Ha IHTCHCHUBHHUX, CKJIAQIHHMX JUIS PO3YMIHHS [iTEH Ta MLIITKIB
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MOBJICHHEBHX IMpOLIecax, a HEJOCTaTHIil pIBEHb PO3BUTKY MOBJICHHS 4acTO CTae
MPUYUHOIO mopymeHHs iX mpas. LlicTe poOOYMX TPyH JIHTBICTIB, NCHXOJOTIB,
JIOTOTIeNIB, FOPUCTIB, MEIWKIB, IEAaroriB JOCHiKyBaTUMYTh MpoOieMy, 1100
3anpONOHYBAaTH OaraTorpaHHMi 1 BHYEPIIHWUN aHami3 i, 3PEIITOI, KOJEKTHBHO
3anpONOHYBaTH ¢(DEKTHBHI PIIIEHHS 1151 32a0€3MEUCHHS 3aXUCTY TpaB i€l BPa3IuBOi
rpynu HaceneHHs. HaiOuiblie DOCSATHEHHs, SIKE MMOCTABJICHO 32 METY B IIbOMY
MIPOEKTI, MOJISATAE HE B KUIBKOCTI BHJAHUX IyOJiKaIliil Ha 110 TeMY, He B KUILKOCTI
YW piBHI OPTaHi30BaHUX KOH(EPEHIIiH 1 TPCHIHTIB, a B TOKPAIICHH] )KHTTS MOJIOJI Ta
Ha/IaHHI NIAHCIB HA PO3BUTOK THM, YHi MpaBa OyJH CKOMIIPOMETOBaHI TII00ATbHUM
HEBIMTACTBOM 1 HEOOI3HAHICTIO.

Binomocri npo aBTopa

Yeux Jhoomuna, kanouoam inonociunux Hayk, oOoyeHm Kageopu IHO3EMHUX MO8
Yepracvkoeo  0epacagHoco  mexHonoeiuno2o  ynigepcumemy, M. Yepkacu, Ykpaina,
e-mail: luda.usyk@gmail.com

Usyk Liudmyla, Ph.D. in Philology, Associate Professor, Department of Foreign
Languages of Cherkasy State Technological — University, Ukraine, Cherkasy,
e-mail: luda.usyk@gmail.com

Ne2(9)/2023 73



