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POPULARIZATION OF SCIENCE THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
YOUTH ENCOUNTERS

Abstract. The aim of the programme "Meet up! German-Ukrainian youth encounters” is to
intensify relations of young people from Germany and Ukraine The authors describe their
experience in preparation and participation in the Amusing Science Project supported by the
Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future, the Federal Foreign Office and the
Robert Bosch Foundation.

Key words: Meet up, German-Ukrainian youth encounters, Amusing Science, partnership.

The aim of the programme "Meet up! German-Ukrainian youth encounters" is to intensify
relations with Ukraine and to strengthen the active commitment of young people from Germany
and Ukraine to fundamental democratic values and understanding between peoples. The
programme supports projects aiming at bringing about changes for the environment of young
people. How can young people strengthen their local activities? How do they bring about
effective changes for their neighbourhood and societies?

The encounters should focus on projects with political, historical topics, German-Ukrainian
relations, human rights or e.g. ecological topics. Creative ways of expression, such as multi-
media, music or theatre projects, films, websites, apps or networking meetings are also
appreciated. Encounters of young artists, athletes, or other occupational groups can also be
supported [1].

In the eyes of people who do not associate their life with science, this sphere may often
appear to be complicated, exhausting and monotonous. To a larger extent this assumption is
pronounced in the attitude of the younger generation to scientific and research activities. This
factor, in its turn, determines the number of young scientists, which remains insufficient.

The aim of the Amusing Science Project (Fig. 1) is to raise public awareness of the
entertaining side of science, especially among young people. First of all, our objective is to prove
that tedious science is nothing but an illusion and that science is open to the youth. Therefore,
our goal is to present science as an interesting, enjoyable and even an amusing activity. The
implementation stage of the project includes the following: joint international and scientific
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topical events, insight into the process of involving young scientists into scientific research,
panel discussions aimed at finding possible solutions in different countries.

NSO
I 4 TU BERLIN
Sci@o(

Fig. 1. The Amusing Science logo

The events that were held within the project framework include: Scientific Picnics (with
demonstrating exciting scientific experiments to young people), Researchers' Night, Open
Contest of Robotic Self-Propelled Autonomous Models (Roborace).

One of the specific expected outcomes of the project is supposed to be founding Amusing
Science Clubs at the universities. The clubs’ regular activities will be aimed at involving young
people into scientific research; creating scientific subculture; establishing, supporting and
developing scientific ties between Ukraine and Germany. Further implementation includes
creating an international Network of Amusing Science Clubs with joint organization and
activities focused on promoting research activities among young people.

Furthermore, involving Ukrainian youth in the traditions of European Researchers' Night,
based on German colleagues’ experience in particular, was among the expected outcomes as
well.

During this event, the doors of scientific laboratories were open to all interested persons,
and young people, even those who are not excited about science, will be able to see and feel the
unique atmosphere of scientific laboratories: spectacular experiments, scientific miracles,
breathtaking expectation of the results, surprises of medical physics.

The participants of the project were socially adaptable, have a good command of either
English or German, be flexible, creative, ready and open to change in the traditional scientific
environment.

The above-mentioned were ensured by the following competitive selection procedures and
instruments: questionnaires, testing and interviews.

The project participants were involved in organizing Scientific Picnic and Researchers’
Night, particularly, prepared and conducted experiments, assembled and maintained the track for
the Contest of Robotic Self-Propelled Autonomous Models, and guided tours.

Besides, the project has been devised by a group of young scientists who will be involved
into it as participants.

The target audience of the project mainly embraced high school students, high school
graduates, college students and university students. To make the relevant information about the
project available to the target audience, it was planned to use the website of the project [2],
educational establishments’ websites, informational boards, social networks (Facebook,
Instagram), mass media, advertising on radio and television, news reports on the regional and
national news websites, creating video clips with further placing them in YouTube.

The project was presented in public by publishing information, news, announcements,
articles, video clips about the Amusing Science project via the above-mentioned tools. Project
implementation phase included Scientific Picnics with demonstrations of amusing scientific
tricks, in which the interested audience was able to take part. Event venues were located in
places that are able to accommodate a large number of people, such as parks and squares. Such
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measures facilitated spreading the ideas of the project and Meet Up! programme among the
young people and established sustainable partnership between Ukraine and Germany.

Financial support. The program "Meet up! German-Ukrainian youth encounters" is
financed by the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future (EVZ), the Federal
Foreign Office and the Robert Bosch Foundation (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Supporting organizations

Conclusions.

The authors’ experience in organization of scientific international project as well as its
main features are highlighted in the article. The project was held to present science as an
interesting, enjoyable and even an amusing activity as well as to strengthen the active
commitment of young people from Germany and Ukraine to fundamental democratic values and
understanding between peoples.
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